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Maps of grantees –  

*Please note that the grant program was re-named part way through the implementation 

 

New story clip on Chippewa Valley Free Clinic’s work in the grant program -  

 

Link: https://www.weau.com/2023/04/01/chippewa-valley-free-clinic-gets-help-educate-adults-
importance-vaccine-up-keep/ 
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Grantee testimonials –  

Gerald L. Ignace Indian Health Center: an FQHC serving American Indian/Alaska Native people 
in Milwaukee, WI.  

 

 

Chippewa Valley Free Clinic: a free clinic serving under and uninsured adults in six counties in 
the Chippewa Valley region of Wisconsin. 

“I have worked at the Chippewa Valley Free Clinic for 26 years. Originally we viewed ourselves 
as providing temporary care for people whose lives were in transition.  

That is no longer the case. We are now a medical home for many of our patients. Our focus is 
not only on treating their immediate medical needs, but also on health screening, care of 
chronic illnesses, and preventive care – including vaccines. 

It is heartening that our patients now have their vaccine status assessed during their visits and 
are routinely offered immunizations. The RICO program played a major role in getting us up and 
running. You gave our busy staff the opportunity to focus on vaccines, and our patients are 
reaping the benefits.  



Our patients don’t have other health care alternatives. They rely on us to provide sound medical 
care and services. We are better able to fulfill our mission because of you. 

Thank you, sincerely, from all of us.” 

-Ken Adler M.D., Founding Member of CVFC 

 

“This grant allowed us to increase vaccine education and awareness, both inside our clinic as 
well as outside our clinic walls. This education is critical for our community members who have 
cultural or language barriers to vaccination, while at the same time this population is at 
increased risk for vaccine-preventable illness due to social and occupational exposure.” 

-Lori Whitis, MD, Medical Director, CVFC 

 

ProHealth Care Foundation: a community-based organization serving Hispanic communities in 
Waukesha and Jefferson counties.  

“Earlier this year, we were awarded a RICO grant for our project, ¡Al día con las vacunas! - Up to 
Date with Vaccinations! Through this grant, we were able to improve access to vaccine 
information for Hispanic communities in Waukesha and Jefferson Counties by creating social 
media content based upon vetted vaccination sources, address vaccine misinformation for 
Hispanic communities, and improve the health and safety of marginalized adults through 
vaccination and community outreach partnerships, increase vaccination health literacy for 
marginalized Hispanic adults through community partnerships. This grant was crucial to our 
program because we did not have the resources to provide vaccination outreach education via 
social media without DHS support.  

 
As a result of our RICO grant, ¡Al día con las vacunas! - Up to Date with Vaccinations! solidified a 
strong social media presence, not only in our original counties of Waukesha and Jefferson, but 
we now have a global following. 

 
As of today, we have a total of: 

• 709 Facebook followers 
• 28,043 Facebook & Instagram accounts reached since April 2023  

o 65% men 
o 35% women 
o Global reach (majority are located in the greater Milwaukee area, we do have 

several followers who live outside of the US, i.e. Mexico) 
• 246 Instagram accounts reached 
• Facebook Ad placed on 6/27/23 reached 11,201 accounts 

 
YouTube Analytics: 

• 6 YouTube channel subscribers 



• 153 views on the channel  
o Majority of views were on a mobile device 
o Majority of views were in the US 

On behalf of the ProHealth Care Foundation and the Hispanic Health Resource Center, we 
appreciate the support received from DHS to improve the health of our Hispanic community.” 

-Shawn M. Verdoni, Major Gift and Grants Officer, ProHealth Care Foundation 

 

The West Allis Health Department: a local health department serving Hispanic/Latino 
communities and individuals with low socioeconomic status in West Allis and the West 
Milwaukee region.  

“The West Allis Health Department was able to engage in innovative marketing techniques due 
to the RICO grant. Reaching over 15,000 people with our Sensory friendly clinic promotion was a 
new record for our Health Department on social media. The amount of shares and reposts in 
English and Spanish was incredible to see and reached an estimated 23.3+% of the total 
population we serve.  Additionally, our 5 bus ads received over 1 million impressions in the first 
month of running!” 

-Becca Marszalkowski (Kraetz), MPH, Public Health Specialist/Strategist, City of West Allis Health 
Department 


